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Twenty-five years of study and experience went into the making of this one-of-a-kind reference.

Veterinarians, animal scientists, dog owners, trainers, consultants, and counsellors will find this

book a benchmark reference and handbook concerning positive, humane management and control

of dogs.  Reflecting the author's extensive work with dogs, this book promises thorough

explanations of topics, and proven behavioural strategies that have been designed, tested, and

used by the author. More than 50 figures and tables illustrate this unique and significant contribution

to dog behaviour, training, and learning.
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The author succesfully tries to offer a thorough and detailed view of what is known and what isn't

known about dog behavior and learning. His approach is above all scientific, which doesn't mean he

avoids phenomena like ESP etc., nor does he simply give a description of the autorities' viewpoints.

Lindsay also carefully analyses everything commonly accepted by laymen and experts, without

resorting to emotional arguments. His systematic and straightforward 'nothing to hide' approach as

well as his concern to include all practices and opinions certainly makes this book an authoritative

study which counterbalances a lot of 'extreme' books on dog training (like Jean Donaldsons

controversial book 'the culture clash' or the Koehler books).For everything said in the book, scientific

research and logical reasoning serves as basis, and sentimentality doesn't get a chance. Lindsay

clearly stresses the reasons behind behavioral tactics and leaves the choice to the reader, providing



all scientific facts necessary to support your decision. His view on the use of aversives is the most

enlightening and waterproof explication I've read on why, how and when to use it -- or not...Lindsay

concentrates a lot on theoretical models to understand all kinds of phenomena. He never annoyed

by giving too much information. Monuments of psychology like Skinner and Thorndike are equally

critically analyzed as less famous men and at all time Lindsay remains consistent in his application

of a thorough scientific approach to clearify and explain.It isn't a cheap book, but it certainly lived up

to my (high) expectations. The reference section at the end of each chapter provides a good means

of exploring more studies and Lindsay doesn't hesitate to give suggestion for further reading.
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